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NORTHERN CAPE

to witness, but offers, in the process, a rare
glimpse of raw nature at her most ruthless.
With 58 mammal and 300 bird species
to keep you enthralled on your Kgalagadi
safari, the quest to find an iconic blackmaned lion is as much about your journey
through the seas of sand as finding its king.
Wheeling off the map
Ai-Ais/Richtersveld Transfrontier Park
The rugged mountains, endless flatlands and
undulating dunes of the Northern Cape offer
an entire host of 4x4 options. A plethora of trails
includes eco-routes through the Kgalagadi,
Augrabies, Namaqualand, and the Nuweveld
Mountains. There is even a guided Diamond
Coast Trail exploring the dunes, shipwrecks and
diamond mines along the west coast.
While picking the quintessential Northern
Cape 4x4 trail can be a highly subjective and
challenging task, the Richtersveld Route
through the Ai-Ais/RichtersveldTransfrontier
Park is my choice, for the surreal landscapes
and arresting scenes of harsh natural beauty
it provides at every turn.
Hauntingly beautiful and seared by a blistering sun, the lava mountains and sandy plains
form southern Africa’s largest mountain desert park. Nurturing some 30% of all South Aff
rica’s succulent plant species, the rugged dry
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Richtersveld is the preserve of leopards, lizards
and adventurers. From the comfort of your
4x4, you can take in the awe-inspiring, seldom
seen purity of a truly unspoilt wilderness.
Trailing the Klipspringer
Augrabies National Park
Rather than exploring the 28 000-hectare
Augrabies Falls National Park on the
Aukoerebis 4×4 eco-trail, those with the
energy and inclination should sign up for
a highly enjoyable multi-day hike instead.
Closed from 15 October to the end of
March because of the extreme heat, the
three-day Klipspringer hiking trail opens a
window onto an otherworldly landscape.
Over the millennia, the wind has sculpted
surrealistic moonscapes of stark beauty that
epitomise what hiking in the Northern Cape
is all about. The trail initially hugs the side
of the canyon, affording magnificent views
of the shimmering falls and attractive gorge
before leaving the Orange River behind and
winding across the barren, rugged terrain.
Arresting scenery is not the only reason
to embark on the hike, as trailists also stand
a good chance of observing the diminutive
klipspringer (after which the trail is named),
along with springbok, gemsbok and the
endangered Black rhino.

A river runs through it
Orange River
The Northern Cape’s rivers are ideal for canoeing and rafting, with the Orange being
the firm favourite. Cutting a swathe across
the parched Kalahari sand as it slithers west
toward Alexander Bay, the over 2 000-kilometre Orange River uncoils a green snake
across the arid Northern Cape landscape.
Standing in stark contrast to the rugged
dryness of the province, the green-fringed
river is an agricultural heartland referred to
as the “Green Kalahari”. However, it is not
only farmers who benefit from the water of
South Africa’s longest river – nature lovers
and ‘river rats’ also tap into its offerings.
Expeditions can range from one to six
days and river enthusiasts have a choice
between taking on the rapids in the
vicinity of the Augrabies National Park or
another popular option – and my personal
favourite – a multi-day expedition from
Vioolsdrift downstream into the heart of
the Richtersveld. Long stretches of warm
flat water are punctuated by the adrenalincharged excitement of fast-paced rapids.
On an Orange River safari, you ride the
river by day and camp out under a brilliant
star-studded African sky at night. The
experienced guides, great company, raging
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To get the heart really pounding, why not
climb into a hot-air balloon and float over
the endless carpets of dazzling plant life?
Nothing can quite match the uninterrupted
views and breathtaking beauty of this
eagle’s-eye view of the veld during July and
August. For the discerning Northern Cape
adventurer, a hot-air balloon ride over the
blooming flowers of Namaqualand adds a
completely different dimension to the wild
flower experience.

campfires and idyllic weather combine
to produce a highly enjoyable outdoor
adventure that is tough to beat.
Stopping to pick the daisies
Namaqualand
The connection between ‘flower-watching’ and outdoor adventure is tenuous at
best; however, the sight of Namaqualand
in full bloom is sufficiently spectacular to

raise the pulse of even the most hardened
adventure junkie. In spring, when Namaqualand erupts in all its glory, it attracts
outdoor enthusiasts of all ages to explore
its wonders.
Namaqua adventure-seekers wishing to
work up a bit more of a sweat can opt to
walk one of the region’s picturesque hiking
trails, but the ultimate way to appreciate
the profusion of colour is from above.

Soaring with eagles
De Aar
De Aar, more famous as a railway junction
than a flight centre, has its very own
paragliding school. Fly De Aar school
attracts hang-gliding and paragliding
aficionados from around the globe. In fact,
many of the world’s paragliding records
have been set around De Aar, with flights
of up to 350km recorded!
The sun causes thermals to spiral off
the baking Earth and, as they rise into the
cool blue skies above, these ascending air
currents supply the ideal lift for paragliders
to soar with the prolific raptors of the
area. On a good day, it feels as if you could
fly forever.

Fly De Aar caters for licensed pilots,
students and first-timers wanting to do
tandem flights.
Surf’s up
Witsand Kalahari Nature Reserve
Forget hiking or mountain biking around
the 3 000-hectare Witsand Nature Reserve –
sandboarding is the only way to genuinely
experience the famous “roaring sands of the
Kalahari”. The dunes rumble in a distinctly
supernatural fashion when disturbed by
wind, man or sandboard!
Hurtling down a sand dune at break-neck
speed on a thin plank of wood may not be
everyone’s idea of a day well spent, however,
there is a strange addiction to the freedom
you feel careening down the dunes.
The reserve encompasses around 3 000
hectares of brilliant white dunes, up to 80m
tall, which stand in stark contrast to the
surrounding red sand of the Kalahari and,
while the view from the top is magnificent,
surfing down the dunes is what really gets
the pulse racing and the adrenalin flowing.
Parting shot
With microlighting, motorcycling, crayfishdiving, fly-fishing and hunting not even

getting a mention, this is by no means
a definitive guide to all the outdoor
adventures available in the Northern Cape.
I simply shared a selection of my personal
favourites and, hopefully, it was enough to
whet your appetite and inspire you to delve
into this fascinating region for yourself.
The Northern Cape’s vastness offers ecoadventurers of all ages and fitness levels an
opportunity to explore. From its endless,
flower-carpeted flatlands and scrub-covered
plains to the jagged edges and convoluted
folds of its mountains, it is a land of stark
contrasts and haunting natural beauty.
The Northern Cape invades your soul, sowing the seed of addiction. Whether to view
its splendid wildlife, to hike its rugged trails,
shoot its turbulent rapids, surf its towering
dunes, or float across its sapphire skies, the
wide open spaces of the province will draw
you back year after year after year.
Contacts
Fly De Aar
Tel: +27 53 631 1555
Web: www.pottiesbnb.co.za/flydeaar.html
Felix Unite (one of the country’s premier
adventure tourism companies)

Good Hope Private Reserve’s wildlife and
surroundings will create an experience which
will capture your imagination, refresh your soul
and conserve our natural heritage.
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Tel: +27 21 702 9400
Web: www.felixunite.com
Gravity Adventures (Orange River specialist)
Web: www.gravity.co.za
Kalahari Hot-air Balloon Adventure Safaris
Cell: +27 72 515 6079 (Andrew Hockly)
Kalahari Outventures (operates river safaris in
the Augrabies region of the Orange River)
Cell: +27 82 476 8213
Web: www.kalahari.co.za
Liquid 360 Adventures (based in Kakamas
and specialises in river rafting, kayaking,
quad biking and 4x4 adventures)
Web: www.liquid360.co.za
Further information
For a comprehensive listing of the activities
and accommodation options available, visit
Northern Cape Tourism at www.northerncape.
org.za.
National park enquiries and bookings should
be directed to South African National Parks
central reservations by calling +27 12 428
9111 or online at www.sanparks.org.

Long
Distance
Helicopter
Charter
Flights
Mountain
Bike Trails
Fly & Lure
Fishing
Quad Bike
Adventure Rides
Canoeing
Paintball
Conference and
Wedding
Facilities
Chapel
Game Viewing
Modern Diamond
Good Hope Lodge
Mine Visits

Stone River Lodge

Sable View

An experience that will capture
your imagination
LQIR#JRRGKRSHUHVHUYHFR]DZZZJRRGKRSHUHVHUYHFR]DNPRXWVLGH.LPEHUOH\YLD%DUNO\:HVW
053 531 2000 / 072 562 8882/ 079 525 3840

